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1. Aberrant intraepithelial lymphocytes represent a magnification of otherwise infrequent 
physiological cell populations (this thesis) 
 
2. Intraepithelial lymphocytes  are composed of a complex, heterogeneous, flexible lymphocyte 
compartment which can swiftly adapt to local cues (this thesis) 
 
3. In the intestine the classical distinctions between NK and T cells become blurred: T cells  
express various NK cell receptors and NK cells show T cell markers (this thesis) 
 
4. Extrathymic T cell differentiation may be a rare event in the healthy intestine (Cheroutre H. 
et al. Curr. Opin Immunol. 2008 April 20(2):185-191), but might be augmented by 
inflammatory diseases (this thesis) 
 
5. The exact function of intraepithelial lymphocytes remains elusive (Cheroutre H. et al. Nature 
Reviews 2011 June 17:445-456) 
 
6. T cells rearrange T cell receptor genes; NK cells do not. Without this definition, the two cell 
types cannot be distinguished (Lanier L. Eur. J. Immun.2007 June 37(6):1424-1426)  
 
7. Since we are still ignorant of the mechanisms by which bipotential cells adapt lineage 
options, it is premature to presume that all genes whose activity is normally associated with 
particular individual lineages will be expressed exclusively and in an all-or-nothing fashion 
(adapted from Greaves  M.F. et al. Blood 1986 Jan 67(1): 1-11) 
 
8. If science is for the public, all scientific knowledge should be available open access 
 
9. The more markers you can measure, the more cell types you will find 
 
10. Het letterlijk vertalen van Nederlandse woorden naar het Duits wordt vaak gedaan maar kan 
kapitale misverstanden tot gevolg hebben  
 
11. Keeping close to Nature's heart and breaking clear away, once in a while, climbing a 
mountain or spending a week in the woods is the key to wash your spirit clean. (Adapted 
from John Muir;  April 21, 1838 – December 24, 1914) 
 
12. My gut feeling tells me: “Alles komt goed!” 
 
 
